Curriculum Vitae
Name : Nivedita P. Haran
Nationality: Indian

Present Address: Villa 23, IFS Villas, P-6 Builders’ Area, 

                             Greater Noida – 201308

Permanent Address:  E-32, IFS Apartments, Mayur Vihar Phase I, Delhi – 110091

Cell No.: +919868579747 and +919447132755
Date of Birth:  22 Nov. 1954

Educational Qualification:
· Indian School Certificate (High School) from Pratt Memorial School, Kolkata in 1970 in I Division

· Graduation with Philosophy (Honours), Economics and English from the University of Calcutta in 1973

· Masters in Philosophy from Jadavpur University, Kolkata in 1976 in I Class

· PhD in Sociology from IIT, Delhi on the topic Bureaucracy in India: the research was based on primary and secondary data from civil servants and the citizenry to assess how Max Weber’s model of bureaucracy had out-lived itself in India and how the country with its focus on development needed to have a revised model in order to make the bureaucracy, one of the weakest links in the country’s democratic structure, be able to deliver.

Professional Experience:
Selected to the Indian Administrative Service (IAS) in 1980. 

Underwent professional training in the Training Academy, Mussoorie and in the State of Kerala.

Served in senior positions in Govt. of India and Govt of Kerala; experience of 35 years.
Major Posts held:
Sub Collector, Ottappalam, Palakkad

Deputy Secretary, Social Welfare Department, Govt. of Kerala

District Planning Officer, Trivandrum

Director, Civil Supplies, Govt. of Kerala

Secretary, Industries Department, Govt of Kerala

District Collector and District Magistrate, Pathanamthitta

District Collector and District Magistrate, Trivandrum (Thiruvananthapuram)
Secretary, Agriculture, Govt of Kerala

Deputy Secretary, Deptt of Administrative Reforms & Public Grievances, Ministry Of Personnel, Govt of India, New Delhi for 4 years.  
Joint Secretary, Ministry of Urban Development, Govt. of India, New Delhi for 4.5 years.
Civil Affairs Officer, UN Peacekeeping Mission in Kosovo from Sept. 2000 to December 2005 (5 years)
Commissioner of Land Revenue, Govt of Kerala

Principal Secretary and Additional Chief Secretary, Revenue and Disaster Management Department
Additional Chief Secretary, Labour & Employment and Skill Department

Additional Chief Secretary, Power & Renewable Energy

Additional Chief Secretary, Personnel & Administrative Reforms Department
Director General, Institute of Management in Government, Thiruvananthapuram
Additional Chief Secretary, Home Department, Govt. of Kerala 
Training Programmes attended:
In-service and Specialised Training Programmes in Administrative Training Institute, Nainital, ATI, Kolkata and LBSNAA, Mussoorie

Course on Population Health at NIHF, New Delhi, 
Ten-day Programme on PPP at IP3, Washington DC
One month in-service training for senior Civil Servants at IIM Ahmedabad
Major Areas with Domain Knowledge:
1. Land Management and Land Governance
2. Environment Protection, Disaster Management and Climate Change

3. Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy
4. Good Governance

5. Training and Skill Development

6. Innovations in Public Systems
Major and Notable Achievements:

In every position held, I have contributed towards improving the working of the office and the department and left it many times better than I found it. Some of the notable achievements are:
· As the District Collector, Pathanamthitta and Thiravananthapuram provided the leadership to get the district declared fully literate.

· District Pathanamthitta was declared polio-free.

· Resumed major public lands in the State capital and prepared their database in order to protect them from encroachment and when required put them to public use.
· As the Director-General of the Institute of Management in Govt, Kerala took up a number of key initiatives, including introduction of the Course modules on Sustainable Development for all levels of trainees in collaboration with the UNEP; helped establish collaborative projects with University of Reading, UK; set up the National Centre for Land Governance;
· Brought about major reforms in land governance in the State through setting up of the State Land Bank, resumed encroached public lands of over 2,000 acres and initiated action for resumption of plantations illegally occupied amounting to over one lakh acres, drafted and operationalized the Relief & Resettlement Policy under the Land Acquisition Act and changed the face of the Revenue Deptt in the State with many innovative interventions;
· Spearheaded the setting up of the State Disaster Management Authority (SDMA) in Kerala and drafted and notified the Kerala DM Rules; also drafted the State Disaster Management Policy, the State DM Plan, the Standard Operating Procedure and identified the site and got the work commenced for the State DM headquarters; 
· Streamlined the functioning of the Home Deptt introducing better human resource management, prison reforms and modernization of the Fire & Rescue Services;

· In the forefront of introducing and popularizing the use of renewable energy through inter alia the drafting of the solar policy, activating the body for popularizing renewable energy;
· As the Director/ Joint Secretary handling the work of the Delhi Division, Ministry of Urban Development, Govt of India brought about many changes and improvements to streamline the functioning of the DDA, L & DO, etc., the departments handling land matters of the national capital and was instrumental in following up the cases pending in Court and to recover at least 20 major lands and buildings in Delhi from illegal occupiers ;
· As the Labour Secretary streamlined the functioning of the welfare fund boards weeding out duplication of names from the database; brought under medical insurance coverage (RSBY) all Tribal families among others;
· Author of the Report based on which the State has taken a policy decision to set up the State Administrative Service;
· Have headed a number of Commissions and submitted reports to the govt; the notable amongst these are: the Report on Revival of Munnar hill-station in Kerala,  Identification and recovery of public land in Anchanadu region of Idukki, the land-holdings of HML Ltd, the computerization of the Public Distribution System in Kerala, the setting up of the Kerala Administrative Service, etc;
· Engaged in the implementation of the RTI Act in various capacities including as Appellate Authority; subsequently involved in the passing of the Right to Services Act in the State and operationalizing it;

· As the UN Civil Affairs Officer in Kosovo instrumental in making Novo Brdo/ Novoberde the only inter-ethnic Municipality in Kosovo which fact was mentioned at the Security Council meeting; the Secretary-General also visited the area;
· Have led the policy affairs team for finalizing the Master Plan of Delhi and drafting the Urban Development Policy for the National Capital Region; 
· Have also led various teams on a number of urban planning issues in Govt of India;
· Drafted the solar and renewable energy policy of the Govt of Kerala which aimed towards popularizing renewable energy especially amongst the common citizens;
· Worked towards drafting a set of Green Building guidelines to encourage and assist existing residential units to be green retrofitted and to assist new house owners on how to make their units ‘green’;
· The Barton Hill Campus of the Institute of Management in Govt was taken up and 90 percent work completed as a fully green and energy-efficient campus; the work had been pending for over 10 years with serious audit remarks; the building won ‘the green building’ national award;
· Responsible for implementing the Tsunami Emergency Assistance Project and the Tsunami Rehabilitation Programme (with external aid and funded by Govt. of India amounting to Rs 1,500 crores) as the Officer-in-charge from 2007 to 2011.
· As the Director at the Centre for Innovations in Public Systems for a year made the centre the hub of innovative ideas and in documenting and replicating innovative practices identified from all parts of the country.
Other Achievements:
· Regularly address as Guest faculty the Civil Service Officer trainees at the National Academy in Mussoorie;
· Have been addressing middle -level officers in Training programmes and Workshops at national and State-level institutes in Hyderabad, Mysore, Chennai, Guwahati and others;
· Attended the UN Conference on Building Resilience against Climate Change held in Davos in 2012;
· Was the Key-note Speaker at the International Disaster Resilience Conference (IDRC) in Davos in 2014;

· Attended the UNEP-organised Conference on Disaster Risk Resistance at Marrakesh in 2013;
· Represented the Govt of India and Govt of Kerala at various international conferences in Bangkok, Singapore and Washington DC among others
· Part of the 12-member global team set up by the FAO to draft policy guidelines on land protection measures 

Present Engagement and Employment Status:

· Heading the Ente Bhoomi Trust that takes up issues pertaining to land management, land use measures and land record computerization to reduce hardship to the common people 

· Heading Adharshila, a school for migrant workers’ children who otherwise would remain illiterate and get them admitted to regular govt. schools 
· Independent Director in the National e-Governance Services Ltd., a majority public sector owned company that functions as an Information Utility under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code;  the NeSL also functions as a data aggregator of personal, property and financial data to assist citizens

· Member in the Board of Governors of the Centre for Migrants and Inclusive Growth, Kochi that works towards the welfare of migrant workers and their families

· Board member in the Jatayu Earth Centre, Kerala, a privately built tourism project based on govt land on a PPP mode, one of the first in the country.  The project aims at adopting eco-friendly, green practices in its campus and to eventually become self-sufficient in energy, water supply with zero-waste release
· Designated the Returning Officer for conducting the election of office bearers to the National Judo Federation; the election was successfully completed on 10 Feb., 2018 

· Senior Adviser at the Special Disaster Research Centre, JNU, New Delhi

Other interests include:
· Star watching: an avid star gazer, I also try to spread this hobby amongst children
· Calligraphy
· Carpentry
· Travel
· Gardening 

Publications :
1. An article on Bureaucracy in India, in Women Workers of India , Sharan, Raka (Ed)

2. Introduction in a book on Disaster Management, Huang Ho (Ed) (Springer)
3. Jointly edited a book on Disaster Risk Reduction in the N-W states of India

Nivedita P. Haran 
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